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23 June 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT : 24 June Briefing

1. On 24 June [ _ _ I
| | 43 secheduled to present a briefing to you on
the present status of the | |
This briefing was previously acheduled and had to be delayed.
[ }] 18 coming from the west coast primarily to
provide it to you at this time, You will reeceive a final
report of results at the November ExCom, when & decision on
25X1 continuing the | |[into the system definition
NRO Phase 1s to be made.

2. This briefing has been presented to the IR:&D
Council, Generals Haig (SACEUR) and Brown (Chairman JCS

concept, [ progress ol ¢t gra® thus Iar, has
been most enthusiastlie and encouraging. It is evident that
they consider the capability which this system could provide
a highly desirable intelligence contribution. This is

05X1 significant since the ¢ ent pro 8 not yet completed,
and that the really has only recently
NRO pegun to be availablles

3. As you may reeall, when you were briefed on the
program by the IC Staff prior to last July's ExCom, you were
told that the program was planning tests against ships and

submarines in the open ocean. You indicated high interest
25X1 in the posgsibllity of!
NRO | It now appears that these tests may 1o (]

USAF review(s) completed.
NRO review(s) completed. 10170
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place, due to lnitial difficulties in coordinating submarine
availabllity and some i snd schedule problems. You
mey wish to ask about the status of these
tests, and express any interest you have in them.

8, Sinece the present teehmology program was started,
051 an additional e¢oneept has been suggested which adds an
- 1 7Tnis

NRO “capabiliity is independent of the | |
and provides [in easentia

real~time.

& L | has Initiated a smaII concepv—
study whic 8 due to be completed shortly. If he brings

this subject up, you may wish to get additional detaills on
utility and feasibility of inclusion in the baseline systenm.

Izgadler General, U
PD/DCI/IC
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' THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

" WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

Copy No. _5  of 9

6 Jun 75

Major General George J. Keegan, Jr., USAF
Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence '
Department of the Air Force :
Washington, D. C. 20330

Dear George:

Iam tardy in answering your memorandum of 22 April expressing
concern for more time to staff USIB guidance for the NRP SIGINT
Program. I agree with you. We need to do better in insuring that
there is sufficient time to fully understand the issues at hand, I have
found that]| iCha.irman'of the SIGINT Committee, -
is very responsive to suggestions registered with him by Departmental
representatives. To the degree that your staff is able to surface jssues
in the SIGINT Committee deliberations this will be of help ifr alleviating
the problem. Nevertheless, I have asked General Wilson and

both to make a point of doing what they can to address your |
problem directly. ' - :

Sincerely,

s7; Bl ;
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee
- DCI
- DDCI
- ER
IC Registry v/ :
USIB/IRAC Secretariat
General Wilson
K1 |

AL IINGL) LU

W. E. Colby

DCI/IC/USIB/IRAC Secretar-
B3] ia.t/| kZ Jun75)
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ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

IN

FY 1976~80 Signals Intelligence (SIGINT) National
Reconnaissance Program (NRP) (TS/TK)

Director of Central Intelligence

1. (TS/TK) I wish to commend
USAF (Retired), and the SIGINT ‘commrtree Tor Their efforts
on the FY 1976-80 NRP guidance document. Tt is an excellent
piece of work which reflects a professional grasp of very
technical subject matter, extensive research, and a great
deal of intellectual labor.

2. (TS/TK) One area of concern to me on this subject was
the short time span between publication of the FY 1976-80
NRP document and the attendant 2 April 1975 United States
Intelligence Board (USIB) deliberations. While aware of the
need to have completed the USIB action on the NRP prior to
the scheduled 23 aApril 1975 i i

ssues as they surface during the
SIGINT Committee NRP formulation process. This, however,
will not replace the need to have an adequate period of time
to become thoroughly familiar with all aspects of the issues
which must be resolved at the USIB level. T therefore
recommend that beginning next year there be
working days between publication of the prop
package and USIB deliberation of same.

thoroughly staff Dep
assistance in this r

Cy to: DIRDIA (DR)
NSACSS
ACSI, USs Army

Asst Chief of Stqff. Intelligence DNI, US Navy

Conv Mo,

Underwrite ¥our Country’s M z%t By
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APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
Remarks:

The proposed response to General Keegan
from the DCI provides a reply as requested
by Mr. Colby. It also indicates to General
Keegan that the staffing he proposed does in
fact exist. It is a moot point whether 10 days
or two weeks would have made some USIB
Principals better prepared.

Having prepared the draft reply as requested,
I propose that no letter be sent, noting that
almost six weeks have past since Keegan's
letter. In lieu thereof, the DCI could comment
informally to General Keegan after the next

,USIB that he has received his letter and has talked

A‘.tO |
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